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Latest from Mombasa      

When the Covid Pandemic hit the world in 2020, our regular 

visits to Mombasa ended 

abruptly. This September 

that feeling of isolation 

ended as two Trustees, 

Carol and Steph flew to 

Kenya to meet with the Unity School Community  

Teachers and Students gave Carol and Steph a very warm welcome.   

 

For several years the Trustees have been trying to transfer the 

ownership of the land on which the school is built (owned by our charity), over to Unity School.  After 

many years of looking at the best solution and with the help of Dr Luke’s nephew who is a lawyer, the 

plan has been to transfer the land to a ‘Trust’.  The educational authorities in Mombasa district are very 

happy with this, particularly as it gives Unity School security. Carol and Steph have spent many hours with 

the various departments trying to achieve this, and finally the process is almost complete, and will be 

finalised within a few weeks.  The Trust consists of Trustees Carol and Chris from FOMC 

and Norbert and Joash (the management at Unity School) plus Dr Luke.   

 

After serving the school as Headteacher for many years, Mary has now started her 

maternity leave. We wish her well and are pleased that Madam Dorcas has stepped up 

to fill this role.  

 

Recent Improvements to the school 

compound have  included the creation 

 of a roof garden. 

  

 

 

We have always been grateful to the support that the Aga Khan Academy has given Unity School. This 

year the Global Enterprise programme has taken on the funding of 4 students into secondary school.  Aga 

Khan Academy were very pleased with copies of our recent newsletter, particularly as the article was in 

our last newsletter.  Carol and Steph visited the Aga Khan Academy and were able to meet Phelesters 

Obendo the lead in charge of the Global Enterprise from the Aga Khan.   



 For several years we have been hoping that School Manager, Mr 

Norbert Were would be able to visit the UK.  After many hours of 

paperwork finalising documents for his Visa to the UK, we look forward 

to his arrival on 27th October.  He is looking forward to meeting as 

many people as possible while he is here for just over two weeks.  

Several visits to schools and meetings with Trustees have been 

arranged.  The following programme shows events where there will be 

opportunities to meet Norbert and hear about Unity School and life in 

Mombasa.   

Visitor  to the United Kingdom 

Sunday 30th October 10.00am at Arun Community Church, Littlehampton Academy.  Further in-

formation Steph Spanner.  S.spanner@mombasachildren.org.uk 

Tuesday 1st November 10am am – 12.00 noon at The Garden Room, Beaconsfield Road, behind 

All Saints Church, Wick.  Further information c.groves@mombasachildren.org.uk 

Thursday 3rd November 10.00am – 12.00 at Rustington Methodist Church, Claigmar Road.  An 

opportunity for our supporters to meet Norbert over a cup of coffee.    

Friday 4th November 11.00am at Littlehampton United Church.  Norbert will speak at the Friday 

service followed by an informal session with tea/coffee, culminating with a Kenyan Lunch.  

Further information from Chris Azzaro 07770788686. Please contact Chris if you intend to 

join us for lunch. 

Saturday 5th November 6.00 pm onwards   A get together of those who have visited Unity 

School with our various groups.  Phone Karyn Hinks 01903 236921 for information. 

Sunday 6th November 10.00 am   All Saints Church, Wick.   

 

We look forward to meeting you at one or more of these events. 
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 The First Twenty Years 
In 2000 The Groves Family went on holiday to Kenya and discovered the dire needs of children 

from the poorer areas of Mombasa. They returned two years later taking with them some 

young people from the Methodist Church and the Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul in 

Rustington.   On their return they realised that more could be done if a charity was set up to 

further the education of children, address some of their health issues and endeavour to lift 

them out of poverty.   

In 2023 we are celebrating the founding of that charity Friends of the Mombasa Children.  

 

An ambitious programme of events is coming together  which aims to provide opportunities to 

celebrate as well as to reach more people with information about our work  

. 

Some of the events in planning include our traditional curry night at Monsson’s in Rustington 

(Probably in January) 

An Art Exhibition at Littlehampton United Church 

Sale of everything at Rustington Methodist Church (April 15th) 

Quiz and Chips 

A service of Thanksgiving  

 

Details will follow in the January Newsletter and on our website. 

The patch of land where 

Unity School now stands 

More ways to donate 

Scanning  the QR code takes you to our Just Giving Donate page 

Or follow the link on the donate page on our website. 

http://www.facebook.com/mombasachildren


 

Littlehampton  

United  Church 

A 

FESTIVAL 

OF 

CHRISTMAS CRIBS 

 

CHRISTMAS 

SALE 

Christmas Goods, 

Cards  

Tombola 

African Goods 

Refreshments  

Join us for Carol Singing on Friday at 6.00pm  

 The choir from River Beach School will also be here from 2.00pm on 

Friday. 

Free Admission 

Entrance in Littlehampton High Street 

Friends of the Mombasa Children C.I.O. is a Registered Charity 1155625  

Friday 2nd December  2.00pm— 7.00 pm 

Saturday 3rd December  10.00am—2.00pm 


