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Latest News from Mombasa 

and events in the UK 

 Two “Unkind” Months leave the  Medical Programme in difficulty. 

 

 

In May we received news from Mombasa that health emergencies were testing our Medical 
Programme beyond limits.   For many years we have worked with Dr Luke Odiero who has treated 
children and teachers with health issues. The years of the 
Covid pandemic excepted, Dr Luke has worked within our 
budget—funds for this mainly coming as a result of a 
sponsored walk by students of The International School, 
Eindhoven.   

In May, Dr Luke wrote a  detailed account  of the health issues 
he has treated—both pupils and teachers. 

Included in the list were diarrhoea and vomiting, Dengue 
Fever and a flue like disease.  The full text from Dr Luke is 
printed on page 2 so you can read the scale of Unity School 
Pupils’ medical problems this last quarter.  The recent bill 
from Dr Luke presented a financial concern for us. A visit to Dr Luke’s surgery 

Then, as an answer to our prayers came the solution to this problem from 

two schools 

 ISE (International School Eindhoven) in the Netherlands has supported us for many years with their 
sponsored walk  each year.  In 2020 and 2021 with the pandemic and various lockdowns it was not pos-
sible for them to do their normal fundraiser.  However, this year they have continued their support 
with a massive fundraising walk which has raised an amazing £6,500.  These funds will be restricted 
mainly for the medical support, but also some for the feeding project. 
 

Broadwater C of E  Primary School in Worthing responded with the following: 

On the realization that there would be a funding shortfall for our Medical Programme,  Broadwater 
CofE Primary,  danced in with a Mombasa Day including a sponsored Dance A Thon. All morning the 
school hall reverberated to the happy sound of pupils showing off their moves and having a fabulous 
time. The day ended with a cake sale on the school playground.   

Year 5 had already held an Enterprise Sale earlier in the month and started off the fundraising with 
£100.Year 6  had a retiring collection following on from their performance of Oliver towards the end of 
term. As we go to press the total has reached £3000, £1000 above their target.  

 

The Cake Sale and  

Dance A Thon 



From Dr Luke Odiero     

“I hope every one is well. We are fine in Mombasa  despite the many challenges. 

These last two months have not been kind to us. 

April was perfectly fine with little morbidity 

Then in May, the rains came ushering in our "Winter". Then came the "plagues". 

First, because of an explosion in the population of houseflies, we started receiving a lot of diarrhoea 
and vomiting from the surrounding community. It was actually an outbreak all over Mombasa 
county. This cut across the whole populace but was especially significant among people who 
depended on buying food and snacks from food vendors- both children and adults. The school going 
children were hard hit because they buy little snacks from food vendors during break time and on 
their way from School. 

Then, as we went into June, there broke out a series of respiratory tract infections all over the 
country. Our national COVID 19 rates went up, but of even more impact was a flu like disease that 
caused mainly immediate fever, chills, dry coughs and sinusitis. The white blood cell profile pictures 
showed mostly bacterial infections. 

Then dengue fever joined in . 

We are actually battling all 3 outbreaks at the same time. Luckily, malaria has been mercifully low 
profile. 

Our consultation rooms have been packed these past two months. The school, being part of the larger 
community was also caught in this morbidity scenario. 

I am therefore sorry that you are going to be disappointed by the big number of sick children and staff 
over the past two months 

In April, we treated only 23 clients at a cost of Ksh29540.(£229) 

In May, we had 97 visits and revisits at a cost of Ksh110,401 (£846) and in June we had 132 visits and 
revisits at a cost of Ksh158601. The total comes to Ksh298542. (£2,529) We do realize that this is way 
above what we expected, but there really wasn't any other way of helping it. The situation still 
obtains into July but we hope things will improve by end of July.  

Thank you 

Pass our regards to every one, and may God bless every one  of you. 

Sincerely” 

More than Medical care: 

As well as being able to fund treatment for those who need it, Dr Luke and Unity School are working 

together to educate pupils and teachers on the need for good health habits.  One of which is to  

avoid the temptation to buy food from street vendors while walking to school.  Parents are also 

being asked  to keep children at home if they are unwell to prevent infection.  Not as easy as it 

sounds since these children love coming to school! 

  



  Worthing Lions Sea Front Fair  Saturday and Sunday 30th and 31st July 

After a 3 year gap, the Worthing Lions return to the Sea Front with their charity Fair.   Come and 

talk to us  (you may even want to buy some of the goods we are selling)  

Last Saturday we had our stall at Broadwater Carnival  -  a  very successful event, raising funds to 

support Unity School.    (Picture above) 

Visit to Unity from Students at the Aga Khan Academy 
(Mombasa) this term 
 
Our links to the Aga Khan Academy go back to 2005 when Carol 
Groves had a chance meeting with one of the teachers from the Aga 
Khan.  This is also an International School with teachers from around 
the world.  Over the years their pupils have spent time at Unity 
School helping in various ways. 
 
A comment from Norbert Were, after their recent visit to them 
  
“We opened our doors to Aga Khan Students from 28th June to 8th 
July, welcoming twelve students, two facilitators and two teachers.  
We had a great time together, and our pupils and teachers felt very 
privileged to work with people from different countries across the 
globe. 
They got straight to work cleaning the field for football and netball, (the one behind the school,) and 
buying new balls for the pupils to play with. They initiated a library for everyone to use and they started 

a website for the more needy students. This will enable stu-
dents from poorer backgrounds to get help for further educa-
tion after finishing their time at Unity School. They also 
offered their support for more buildings, as the government 
has requested private schools build extra classrooms, labora-
tories, and libraries for the grade 6 children joining Junior 
Secondary in 2023.  We hope and pray to see the continuity 
of all these initiatives.” 

  



Steph and Carol our Trustees will be adding an addition this 

year to their bike ride fundraiser.  As well as a 40-mile bike 

ride, they will also be completing a 40 lengths (25m) swim, 

to take place on 24th and 25th of August.  This is to support 

our pupils at Unity School.  Please click onto their ‘Just Giv-

ing’ Campaign page to find out more.  https://

www.justgiving.com/campaign/BiathlonFOMC 

  

Friends of the Mombasa Children C.I.O. is a registered Charity number 1155625 

www.mombasachildren.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/mombasachildren 

 

   Looking Forward: 

 

The manager of Unity School, Mr Norbert Were, will be coming to the UK 
on 27th October for nearly 3 weeks.  Norbert will be visiting schools, 
churches, and meeting supporters new and existing during his time 
here.  We will be putting some dates on our mailing nearer the time. 

Although Norbert is titled “School Manager”  in the UK he would be 
called “The Headteacher” 

  

Stop Press! 

The latest news from Broadwater  Primary School -  They have now doubled their original target of £2000 

and over £4000 has now been banked.   

 

The trustees are absolutely delighted with the generosity of ISE and Broadwater School and their 
communities and wish to express their sincere thanks to them all. 
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